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The explanation of man’s origin and reason for being is something that will 

perhaps never be explained.  The best man can do to come to a conclusion on these matters is use 

speculative reasoning in an attempt to discover truth.  In Aristotle’s Metaphysics book XII the 

idea of an unmoved mover is examined.  Throughout this examination Aristotle gives us an 

image of a being that is prior to and superior to all things, and which then must be responsible 

for the beginning of all things.  Relationships between eternity, time and motion are established 

that can be used to create a link between man and this unmoved mover.  Based upon these 

relationships I will be interpreting what I believe to reasonably follow and will then propose my 

own assumptions as to how the relationships ultimately establish a connection between the prime 

mover and man through thought.  These assumptions will be essentially based on a personal 

premise:the prime mover is all things.  I will begin with an explanation that will establish what a 

cause is; then a description of the prime mover and its necessary characteristics based on 

Aristotle and the previously mentioned premise, which will then be discussed in relation to both 

time and motion.  Next mankind and their relation to time, motion, and thought will be 

considered, leading to comparisons: first, the unmoved mover to the divine reality contained 

within time and motion which man observes, namely the planets. Then a series of analogies will 

be made relating the planets to unreasoning animal, unreasoning animal to man, and finally man 

to the prime (unmoved) mover. These analogies serve as a proof that all things possess some sort 

of inherent tool that allows them to participate in the inherent perfect order that is necessarily 

found within the prime mover.   From this it will be shown that it is reasonable to consider the 

possibility that man is a thought of the prime movers mind, and that in order to reach a type of 

fulfillment which will allow man to come as close as possible to understanding the unmoved 
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mover, thought and reason must be used.  Man’s sense of time and motion is the movement of 

the prime movers thoughts.  The instant the unmoved mover thought all life and time began; 

mankind was, and the prime mover simultaneously gave them the ability to think and reason on 

their own.  This ability, when used appropriately, is the purest form of knowing the divine and 

eternal prime mover that man can possess; it allows for reason that leads man to constantly 

generate things both corporeal and incorporeal, and in doing so achieve a type of self-fulfillment. 

Man, however, is a compound of form and matter, and matter is generated and corrupted. But in 

the prime movers thoughts human beings are only abstract, that is, without matter in the most 

fundamental sense.  This is also why man’s thoughts are incapable of fully understanding and 

conceptualizing what mankind understands as the infinite and its forms, including the prime 

mover, time, and motion, without placing some sort of limit on them.  

All things necessarily have causes; each cause sets change into motion, thereby creating 

the new thing that is its effect. Everything that changes must necessarily have a moving cause.   

The causes of things are different except in the universal sense; that is, while all things have 

different causes, all things were set into motion by a single cause which is necessarily common 

to all.  This single cause that was not set into motion by any other thing is the unmoved mover; 

it does not have any causes as it began all things. The movement and consequently the constant 

changing of all things is proof that the unmoved mover must exist; if all things ceased to move it 

would not necessarily mean the unmoved mover does not exist only that it is not acting.  

 

“But if there is something which is capable of moving things or acting on them, 
but is not actually doing so, there will not be movement for that which has a 
capacity need not exercise it.” (Metaphysics 12.6 1071b; 12-14)
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This unmoved mover is the prime mover and as such possesses certain characteristics that 

nothing else could. “The first principle or primary being is not movable either in itself or 

accidentally, but produces the primary eternal and single movement.” (Metaphysics 12.81696 

line 24 section8)The primary mover must be immovable, and does not do anything without 

a reason; it holds an inherent order within itself that nothing else can. The single movement 

produced is the thought that produced motion and time and all it contains.  The primary mover is 

not bounded and therefore is not subject to any limitations.  

Aristotle’s God (prime mover) is accompanied with certain necessary attributes that man 

cannot possess but only participate in. “We say therefore that God is a living being, eternal, most 

good, so that life, continuous, and eternal belong to God; for this is God.” (Metaphysics 12.7; 29-

31)   It is a being and as such thinks. It is “eternal, immovable and separate from sensible 

things.”(Metaphysics 12.9; 1073a; 4)  God (prime mover) is superior to man and as a result of 

being eternal, is prior to man. The Primary mover exists before man, but; because the primary 

mover is both cause and effect, and man is a part of the primary mover, and if the premise that 

the prime mover is all things can be considered as reasonably acceptable, it can be said that it is 

simultaneous with its effects.  “The moving causes exist as things preceding the effects, but 

causes in the sense of formulae are simultaneous with their effects.” (Metaphysics 12.3 Pg. 1690 

line 21 section 3) Aristotle uses the example of a bronze sphere and its shape; the shape of 

sphere being the form and the bronze being the matter; the bronze sphere and the shape of sphere 

simultaneously appear together once bronze sphere is created.  

 

“And since that which is moved and moves is the intermediate, there is a mover 
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which moves without being moved, being eternal, substance, and actuality. 
And the object of desire and the object of thought move in this way; they move 
without being moved.” (Metaphysics 12.7) 

The intermediate in this passage is time and all things it contains. The prime mover is 

necessarily prior, because time is unbounded but cannot exist without movement, since time 

is a measurement of motion in relation to before and after, and motion as measured by man is 

the passing of time. The object of desire is unmoved because for a thing to be moved by desire, 

desire itself does not have to physically come into contact with it, that is, it does not need to 

possess tangible matter. Desire is capable of creating movement (change) without being in a 

state of physical actuality, as is the case with thought.  Thought does not necessarily require 

a production of the physical in order to serve its purpose; the act of thinking can remain in 

the abstract and still have reached its end. In the case of mathematics for example, simply 

understanding an equation in your mind is sufficient for comprehension and does not need to be 

accompanied by a physical representation; the thought itself is sufficient.  Yet because numbers 

come from man attempting to explain the physical things around them, the idea itself is still 

hindered by limitations of man.  

The prime mover is indivisible, while “all things that are many in number have matter.” 

(Metaphysics 12.8 Pg. 1697 line 33 section8)  Although it is indivisible, we are assuming that 

the prime mover is all things and as such must be many in number. Consequently, it must have 

matter in some sense, the matter being man and all other things contained in time and motion.  

 

“But the primary essence has not matter; for it is fulfillment. So the unmovable 
first mover is one both in formula and in number; therefore also that which is 
moved always and continuously is alone; therefore there is one heaven alone.” 
(Metaphysics 12.8 Pg 1697 line 35 section 8) 
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In reference to the prime mover (under the assumed premise) it can be said that it both has and 

does not have matter.  In reference to mankind in the physical sense, however it must be said 

that they are many because man is not always moved. The only thing that is moved always and 

continuously in relation to mankind is thought. Thought is without matter, and therefore cannot 

be many in number. This means that thought is alone as the prime mover is. Consequently then it 

must be said that they are one and the same, or at the very least that all thought belongs to it. 

 

“And life also belongs to God; for the actuality of thought is life, and God 
is that actuality; and Gods essential actuality is life most good and eternal.” 
(Metaphysics 12.7 Pg. 1695 line 26 section 7) 

“Therefore it must be itself that thought thinks (since it is the most excellent of 
things) and its thinking is a thinking on thinking.” (Metaphysics 12.9 Pg. 1698 
line 32 Section 9)

 

God in this case is considered by Aristotle to be the prime mover. Life belongs to it because 

the actuality of its thought is life both physical, that is, man and things observed by man, and 

abstract. Man’s life is the thinking done by the prime mover and his capability to continuously 

think is what the prime movers thoughts (man/life) are thinking on.  Life, or rather the soul in 

man’s case, is fundamentally the actuality of the prime mover’s thoughts, and is cyclical. That 

is why thoughts are continuous and man considers the soul to be unbounded, because the soul 

is simply man’s capability to think.  The prime mover thinks about thinking; man’s soul is the 

actuality of the prime movers thoughts; therefore the soul must be part of the prime mover.

Time is a measurement of all motion. The prime mover is immovable and therefore is 
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prior to and exists outside of both; it is eternal. 

“The infinite is either that which is incapable of being traversed because it is not 
its nature to be traversed (as the voice is invisible), or that which admits only 
of incomplete traverse or scarcely admits of traverse, or that which, though it 
naturally admits of traverse, is not traversed or limited.”  (Metaphysics 11.10 
1066a; 35)  

This describes the type of infinite and eternal found in the prime mover as well as the infinite 

in thought itself, because what is its actuality is its potentiality in the abstract. In order for 

man to understand time he must place restrictions on it; the restrictions put on time are the 

magnitudes man uses to describe it such as day, hour, and minute. These magnitudes are man’s 

measurements of the motion of passing time and attempt to explain the infinite; they demonstrate 

a limitation of man because in order to attempt to understand the infinite man must place a 

magnitude on it, which it cannot possess.  Man cannot properly understand time but can only 

perceive it through limitations; therefore man cannot perceive the prime mover without placing 

limitations on it either. Man uses time to measure all motion.  Any motion means change, which 

is why man must use motion to measure time because it, and therefore all things, are constantly 

changing. 

“There never was a time when there was not motion, and never will be a time 
when there is not motion.”  (Physics 8.1 252b; 6-8)  

Motion and time are inseparable and are perceived by man as unbounded because man and 

all things are contained by them. Time and motion cannot be independent from one another; 

they both began simultaneously.  This is reason to relate one to the other, as man does, putting 

magnitudes on set increments of time such as hours, weeks, or days in order to represent the 

passing movement of time.  Time and motion are unbounded; nothing besides the prime mover 

can exist outside of them.  
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The prime mover is ultimately the only eternal thing as it can be outside of both 

time and movement. The reason time and motion are unbounded is simply because man cannot 

exist outside of either and so must call them unbounded to begin to grasp what their relation to 

man is.  “There is, then something which is always moved with an unceasing motion, which is 

motion in a circle,” (Metaphysics 12.7 Pg 1694 line 21 section 7)   Because the prime mover is 

unmoved it cannot itself be this motion, but motion cannot exist separate from time, both of 

which are unbounded because nothing besides the prime mover can exist outside of them. 

Because they are both unbounded and time never ceases to be in motion, it is plausible that they 

satisfy these requirements: having a cyclical and unceasing motion.  It cannot be otherwise 

because everything that exists within them have magnitudes and are perishable; hence, they 

cannot have cyclical motion. Thought is also something that satisfies this requirement if it is 

assumed that man’s capability to think was set into motion by the prime mover.  This must be 

the case because things that are perishable cannot create the eternal; nothing but the prime mover 

can create the eternal. Then it can be said that our capability to think comes directly from the 

prime mover and that this is the reason thought is the most excellent of all things. It is an 

unbounded thing that man has the ability to directly interact with through the act of thinking. 

“As human thought, or rather the thought of composite objects, is in a certain 
period of time (for it does not possess the good at this moment or at that, but its 
best, being something different from it, is attained only in a whole period of time), 
so throughout eternity is the thought which has itself for its object.” (Metaphysics 
12.9 Pg. 1699 line 7 section 9)  

The thinking of the prime mover is movement and time which contains man and all life.  The 

time and movement is the whole period of time in which thought exists as unbounded and has 

itself for the object. Thought is cyclical and unbounded, so man always thinks; while man’s 

thoughts cannot be eternal (man is generated and destroyed, man can never fully explain his 
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thoughts), man is necessarily a rational being and therefore will always have the capability to 

think, as long as man exists.  Men cannot cease to think but can control what they think when 

they become conscious of their thoughts.  Man cannot think something that the prime mover is 

not, because the prime mover is all things. Nevertheless, its thought is eternal and man cannot 

create anything that is eternal. This means that man’s thought is an attempt to understand the 

prime mover with limitations.  The limitations of men are their inability to escape their bodies 

and their consequent lack of ability to escape the hindrances of their perceptions.  Without these 

limitations man would be without matter and would be left only in form, man’s soul.  Man’s 

soul then can be said to have no limitations when it is released from the body; it will be without 

matter and thus become fulfilled.  The only thing that man possesses that is without matter is his 

capability to think, therefore when man is no longer matter and has returned to his form, that is, 

soul, he will be only thought.  

In man’s case this means that the prime mover combines man’s matter, body, into man’s 

form, the soul.  

“For everything that changes is something and is changed by something and 
into something. That by which it is changed is the primary mover; that which is 
changed; the matter; that into which is changed the form.” (Metaphysics 12.3 Pg. 
1690 line 1070 section 3)  

 This is a continuous process, because everything that changes is changed into something. The 

only thing in man that can be continuous is also unbounded, that is, thought. Therefore, it can 

be seen that at some point the prime mover must have combined man’s soul, the form, with 

matter, the body, thereby creating man, a compound of matter and form, restricting man from 

having eternal thought.  Motion and time are constant and have been since the prime mover 

created them. If they were not, then there would be no movement or time and consequently no 
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thought of man, because it is cyclical and must be constantly moving.  Man’s idea of time is a 

restriction on the forward progress of all things in it.  Men measure things in time by those things 

relative to them in their lives. A man’s lifetime is measured by time, the passing of time being 

the movement of a man’s body from its moment of generation to the moments of its decay and 

ultimately its destruction. Human life is the movement of the prime mover’s thought that began 

all things.  “The primary principles of all things are the actual primary “this” and another thing 

which exists potentially” (Metaphysics 12.5 Pg 1692 line 18 section 5)   All things are composite 

entities made up of potentiality and the primary “this.”  A compound is made up of matter 

and form and is the first type of “thing” that has physical substance and can be generated or 

destroyed.  We also know that the body, itself a physical “thing,” will perish and is generated by 

man; it inherently has an end. Thought is also generated by man, or rather man has the capability 

to think, but is a special case in which the “thing” itself is an end. Thinking is both the result 

and process of thinking; the movement of thought is thinking, and this implies that thinking or 

thought is the end of thinking or thought.  Thought is a common attribute of both God (prime 

mover) and man and can therefore be observed as such.

All thought is cyclical:

“And thought thinks itself because it shares the nature of the object of thought; 
for it becomes an object of thought in coming into contact with and thinking its 
objects, so that thought of and object of the thought are the same. For that which 
is capable of receiving the object of thought, i.e. the substance, is thought. And it 
is active when it possesses this object.” (Metaphysics 12.7 1072b; 20-24) 

The end purpose of thought is thought because it thinks itself; when man thinks he thinks of 

the prime mover, and when the prime mover, the most excellent of things, thinks, it thinks of 

itself.   “Therefore it must be itself that thought thinks (since it is the most excellent of things) 
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and its thinking is a thinking on thinking.” (Metaphysics 12.9 Pg. 1698 line 32 Section 9)  If man 

considers the prime mover it is necessarily in thought, the most excellent of things. The prime 

mover is divine and the most excellent of things, so the prime mover must be considered by man 

as the first thought. The prime mover is eternal, its own mover, and the most divine, just like its 

thought. So if the prime mover is thinking about thinking then it has movement which begets the 

thinking of other beings.  The ability for man to think is the closest he can come to the divine 

because the act of thinking is most excellent.  The prime mover only thinks that which is most 

excellent.  

The good must then necessarily belong to the prime mover, if it does not then the prime 

mover does not think the most excellent of things, itself. If this is so then it must be something 

other than what it is which would mean it must change, this would require movement which is 

impossible because it is the unmoved mover. 

“Evidently, then, it thinks that which is most divine and precious; and it does not 
change; for change would be change for the worse, and this would be already a 
movement.” (Metaphysics 12.9 Pg. 1698 line 25 section 9) 

In the case of the prime mover it is possible and necessary for the thought and the object of 

thought to be the same thing, as it is all things; in the case of man it cannot be so. 

 

“As, then, thought and the object of thought are not different in the case of things 
that have not matter, they will be the same; i.e. the thinking will be one with the 
object of its thought.” (Metaphysics 12.9 Pg. 1699 line 1 section 9)  

 

When man dies he becomes thought alone and consequently is freed of limitations of the 

body.  Man has the ability to bring things into actuality in the corporeal and incorporeal senses. 
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This can be observed through man’s ability to create things in the physical realm and to think of 

things that cannot come into physical being because of the lack of tangible resources, or because 

the thing being thought of simply does not exist in man’s reality. The beginning of a thought by 

man, like “house,” is therefore both actuality and potentiality.  Potentiality insofar as the idea of 

house is for the sake of the idea of house, and actuality as the physical tangible form of “house.” 

Actuality is considered a condition in which the “thing” has physical presence that can be seen, 

touched, tasted, or physically sensed; potentiality is a state of motion or being that creates the 

possibility of a physical form of “thing” yet does not possess the actual quality of physicality 

itself.  In the most fundamental sense however, actuality does not need to possess a physical 

form; in the case of immaterial things actuality does not require physical presence.  

“The word ‘actuality’, which we connect with fulfillment, has strictly speaking, 
been extended from movements to other things; for actuality in the strict sense is 
identified with movement.” (Metaphysics 9.2 1047a 30)  

The actuality of the prime mover is one of fulfillment because it does not have motion or 

physicality in this sense.   

Divine thought thinks of itself, life is the actuality of thought, which is God (prime 

mover), and thought of and object of the thought are the same.  At this point we are left with a 

God or thinker that is prior to, knows, and is all things; is infinite, thinks only of itself because it 

is thought, moves what we know to be infinite (time, motion), and is life.  It has also been stated 

that the potentiality of thought is the ability to conceptualize either in the abstract or physically, 

and that motion is the fulfillment of what exists potentially, in so far as it exists potentially.  

Thought can exist outside of time.  The prime mover is eternal and is not restricted by time; its 

life span is measured by man as unbounded and infinite, a name that is most logical for man to 
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use when attempting to understand the prime mover . Yet this name places certain restrictions on 

a span of time man cannot measure.  The prime mover is unmoved, meaning it can exist outside 

of time, but is, according to Aristotle, a thinking being.  When man thinks, he must think within 

time’s restrictions and therefore also the restriction of movements. When the Prime mover thinks 

it is not under these same restrictions.  When the prime mover thinks it can think outside of time. 

So when it does think it can think all things and does not require the movement of thought that 

man does. The prime mover thinks of itself, which is assumed to be all things. 

The capability of man to choose his thoughts and for his thoughts to be “unlimited” 

during his lifespan (unlimited in the sense that man can choose to think of anything they wish), 

means that the things they are capable of thinking of are the same as those that the divine 

thinks.  Just because man cannot think of all things due to his restrictions, namely generation 

and destruction of body, does not necessarily mean that the thought is different from the divine. 

In fact, it must be that same thought (all things) because man cannot think of anything that is 

not the prime mover (all things). If man could do this it would mean that man was creating a 

new thought, and all thought, which belongs to the prime mover, is eternal. Things that are not 

eternal, in this case man, cannot not create things that are eternal, including thought; man cannot 

create thought but can only receive and manipulate it. That is not to say that man’s capability to 

think is unbounded in the divine sense (eternal), this ends once the body is destroyed, which is 

again, why man’s ideas themselves cannot be eternal in the sense that the prime mover is. It is 

true that man has the ability to write and communicate these thoughts but this too comes with 

limitations.  

The fact that man’s body creates hindrances to perception when communicating 
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thoughts means that it is impossible to fully convey what any one man is thinking to another; the 

actual thoughts each man thinks are his and his alone. Others may be able to conceive what is in 

their thoughts and understand an idea in a general sense but the exact ideas can never be 

understood.  This means that man’s ideas are also able to be generated and destroyed.  The thing 

that is eternal is the “all things” that every man has the ability to think of; man can think of 

things that do not exist physically and that they have never seen outside of their imagination, yet 

man cannot create new thoughts because that would require man to be eternal.  Man can never be 

eternal, as the unmoved mover is. Man has the ability to beget man, and because of this, one man 

can never think of something another man cannot; some concepts may be fully understood by 

some and not others, but one man’s power to consider something is not greater than another’s.  

More specifically, if one man is able to comprehend a concept or idea, be it complex or 

simplistic, any other man is able to do the same with the proper reasoning.  The ability of man to 

reason is necessary and is what man has in place of the inherent perfect order that is found in 

those things that are of the divine.

The Perfect Order

The prime mover has an inherent perfect order in all things that exist, such as it does in 

the planets, because men are able to see perfection in things like nature when they use their 

reason and examine it.  One of the best examples we can see of this order is in the planets, which 

are also thought to be everlasting and divine.  The planets show this perfection through their 

circular motions that are interconnected with one another.  

 

“For motion in space is the first of the kinds of change, and motion in a circle is 
the first kind of spatial motion; and this the first mover produces.” (Metaphysics 
pg. 1694 12.7 line 8) 
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The orbit of one heavenly body (planets, moons, starts) can directly affect and shape another’s.   

These orbits cannot be altered by man; they are everlasting, they are divine (as man calls them) 

and can only be altered by the divine, namely, one another or the prime mover. 

“There are other special movements-those of the planets-which are eternal (for the body 
which moves in a circle is eternal and unresting; we have proved these points in the 
Physics), each of these movements also must be caused by a substance unmovable in 
itself and eternal.” (Metaphysics pg. 1696 12.8 line 30)  

This means that since their creation the heavens have remained on a constant path; they are 

moving in a certain pattern that possesses the order necessary for them to exist in harmony with 

one another. They are an imperfect physical representation of the prime mover’s inherent perfect 

order. The planets move in conjunction with one another to continuously complete their orbits. If 

this did not happen and one planet did not follow its orbit, the others would be driven off of their 

paths and create a chaos that could not sustain life as we know it.  The orbits themselves, then, 

can be said to be the limited representation of the perfect order. Additionally, the movement of 

planets off of their orbits would mean that the planets would no longer be reaching fulfillment 

because they would no longer be using the tool which allows them to do so, that is, their paths of 

orbit. These paths are found in all heavenly bodies and are continuous as they are cyclical.   In 

relation to the prime mover then, we can see an analogy develop in reference to the planets and 

their orbits. 

prime mover: inherent perfect order:: planets: orbits

The divine prime mover has an inherent perfect order just as the divine planets have their own 

necessary demonstration of perfect order as seen in their orbital paths. 

  Nature was created by the prime mover.  Nature has the ability to adapt to its 
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surroundings in order to allow life to continue and thrive.  The way one animal lives its life, 

where it hunts, what it eats, its physical abilities, affect other animals.  These things are 

instinctually motivated in an animal; even the change in an animal’s physical appearances or 

abilities is not done through reason of the animal, but happens over time because of animals that 

act on their instincts.  An animal cannot control its instincts and therefore cannot have anything 

to do with the outcomes of the actions that stem from them.  The change of one animal means 

the change of all others who as a species will survive in the cycle that is affected, just as the 

change of an orbit of a planet will change the others.  Therefore we are able to see a second 

analogy develop, this time between planets and animals in nature: 

planets: orbits:: animals: instincts

The planets were created by the unmoved mover and possess orbits that they cannot overcome 

without outside interference.  This outside interference would have to come from another divine 

entity or the prime mover itself.  Animals were created by the unmoved mover with instincts that 

the animal itself cannot overcome; just as a planet cannot choose its own orbit path, an animal 

cannot choose to change what its instincts are.  An animal’s instincts are used by the animal 

to lead it to its own fulfillment; that is, they assist the animal in things like acquiring food and 

reproducing for preservation of their species, just as the planets use their orbits for fulfillment.  

Both were given these tools for fulfillment, and thus they were both given these things by the 

prime mover. Because according to Aristotle the prime mover does everything purposefully, 

it is feasible to believe that both the instincts of animals and orbits of the planets are limited 

reflections of the inherent perfect order the prime mover possesses.  

Unlike animals, all men have the ability to reason.  Man is unique in this way 
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among organisms.  Just as the animal was born with instincts so is man born (generated) with 

reason.  Man, being a type of animal, also has instincts; these instincts, however, can be ruled 

through the reason of man.  This does not mean that man will never succumb to instincts as other 

animals do, only that the reason man has will assist in his pursuance of self-preservation and his 

fulfillment of purpose, just like all other animal’s instincts do for them.  Because animals do not 

have reason their instincts are sufficient for this purpose; man on the other hand requires an 

additional resource, namely, reason.  Reason gives man a way to think about the consequences of 

the actions that his instincts will bring about and to logically sort out those that are beneficial 

from those that are detrimental.  Reason, then, directly affects the way man thinks; it gives them 

logic, which is a method man uses during thought that orders things in a way which allows for  

man to better understand things like cause and effect, sequence, actions, and reactions.  It allows 

for the thoughts man has to form in a way that will be comprehensible to the thinker.  It gives 

man’s thoughts a coherent form that will be used to fulfill his purpose in life.  Reason, just like 

instincts, is a quality that man is born with and is also then given by the prime mover.  Just as 

animals cannot fight instinct, man cannot fight reason; that is, once man has thought about 

something he automatically uses reason to categorize, label, and sort the thought.  This 

considered, there can be a third analogy made: 

unreasoning animal: instinct::man (animal): reason

Unlike animals, however, men cannot rely fully on their instincts and reason to guide 

them.  This is because within reason man can be inaccurate, meaning that man’s reason is 

susceptible to flaw.  This also means that man’s thoughts can be both correct and incorrect.  The 

purpose for reason however does not change; reason gives man a way to order all things and 
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assist him in achieving fulfillment of some sort through the process of thought. In other words, 

it gives man the tools to suppress non-beneficial animalistic instincts with logic and creates an 

avenue for his thought to consider things that are most excellent.  Man thinks reasonably because 

man is supposed to think reasonably; whether the reason is correct or incorrect does not change 

this. Every time man thinks he uses reason. All things that think do not need reason, but for there 

to be reason there must be thought.  Just as animals cannot control their instincts or cease to use 

them, man cannot control his reason or cease to use it; every time man uses reason he is thinking, 

and when man thinks, he uses reason.  This means that man’s ability to reason can be related to 

the prime mover’s inherent perfect order, which allows for a fourth analogy: 

prime mover’s thoughts: inherent perfect order:: man’s thoughts: man’s ability to reason 

Man’s ability to control how their reason is used and to reason both correctly and incorrectly is 

why it cannot be said that they possess perfect order, but only a limited reflection of it. It does 

however demonstrate that a perfect order must exist and that it can only be possessed by the 

prime mover. If the perfect order did not exist then reason would not be necessary for man to 

think. Instead man’s instinct would be enough to allow them to arrive at the proper and most 

correct answer for the purpose of all things in their lives. This cannot be, because man is not like 

animal that does not need logic to explain things. Man craves answers and explanations.  Man 

craves these things because he never ceases to think; this means man cannot stop reasoning, and 

consequently everything man perceives and thinks is conceived through reason.

  Reason then seems to be a necessary tool for man in his quest to understand the divine; 

for it to assist man in this, however, it must be correct reason. If the reason is incorrect then the 

answer arrived at in thought is wrong. The prime mover, according to Aristotle, is good and that 

18
 



Amanda Marquez Senior Thesis 2012
 

which is most excellent, it cannot be reached through incorrect thoughts. However, every time 

man thinks it is necessarily on the prime mover because the prime mover is all things, the 

explanation for this is that although the idea itself that man has may be incorrect, the act of 

thinking is itself divine.  

Man is a composite substance made up of its form and matter; his form is the soul which 

allows for thought and reason, his body is the matter which places limitations on its thought.  

Man in the physical sense is the limited actuality of the prime mover’s thoughts; if it were not 

limited man would be only soul and would not require reason because it would be a pure form 

of the prime mover’s thoughts and thus be fulfilled. Man’s capability to think, then, is a limited 

version of the prime mover’s infinite ability for thought and thinking; it is a capacity. The prime 

mover’s value is in thinking because the prime mover is thought.  

“First, then, if it is not the act of thinking but a capacity, it would be reasonable 
to suppose that the continuity of its thinking is wearisome to it.  Secondly there 
would evidently be something else more precious than thought, viz. that which is 
thought.”(Metaphysics pg.1698 12.9 line 27) 

“And if it thinks, but this depends on something else, then (as that which is its 
substance is not the act of thinking, but a capacity) it cannot be the best substance; 
for it is through thinking that its value belongs to it.” (Metaphysics pg. 1698 12.9 
line 18)  

 

Aristotle’s God is infinite, so when God thinks, it is done eternally without restrictions. When 

man thinks it is unbounded, in that man thinks all things, but it is necessarily finite in duration; 

man is generated and destroyed and therefore cannot think forever.  This means that anything 

man creates that would need to be conceptualized through thought is also generated or destroyed 

and can never be eternal; and because things that cannot be conceptualized through thought 
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cannot be created, no man can understand the eternal.  

Eternal things are the things man knows to be unchanging and true, like God. It has 

already been established that all things, even God, exist in God’s thought and that they were 

moved by the unmoved mover, God.  This means that God’s thoughts, and consequently God, 

is truly the only eternal thing.  This also means that life depends on how long God’s thought 

remains in motion; once the motion ends, its actuality is complete, as is man’s life.  When 

God thinks, life is created, and when the movement ends life does as well. It is the same with 

man’s abstract thoughts. Things that man thinks can either be constructed and one day come 

to degenerate, or, if they exist in thought alone, can exist only as long as we think of them. 

Aristotle’s God is described best through necessity of characteristics; it is clear that the most 

important of these is its eternal and infinite state of being. 

If all of these things collectively are accepted, along with the premise that the unmoved 

mover, God, is all things, then the possibility exists that man’s coming to be depends on a single 

thought, and immortality of the soul depends on his ability to remain a thought in the abstract. If 

this is true then it can be said that the tools given to man in order to reach fulfillment are reason 

and instinct.  These tools were given to man upon generation (the combining of matter and form) 

and are the best way, when used properly, to consider the prime mover.  If the premises that the 

prime mover is all things, and that thought is continuous and cyclical, are accepted, then the 

connection can be made through further consideration that man’s thought is the prime mover 

because the prime mover thinks of itself. From this it has been shown that it is reasonable to 

consider the possibility that man is a thought, in the abstract, of the prime mover’s mind and, 

that in order to reach a type of fulfillment which will allow man to come as close as possible to 
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understanding the unmoved mover, thought and reason must be used.      
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